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rd

 AUGUST 

WORLD WAR 1 COMMEMORATION WEEKEND AT CORSTON 

 

 

 War was declared on 4
th

 August 1914 following the German invasion of Belgium. Over the 

next 4 years, millions of mostly young men died in the trenches. In Corston, as elsewhere all 

over Europe, the lives of everyone were changed for ever.  

To commemorate the outbreak of the Great War the church will be specially decorated and 

there will be an Exhibition on display of items of local and wider interest relating to the War. 

There will also be the following events to which everyone is warmly invited: 

 

 Saturday 2
nd

 August 3.00pm – “The men who march away....” : an hour of poems 

and other readings from the Great War, with musical interludes, followed by tea. 

 Sunday 3
rd

 August 11.15am – “For the healing of the nations” : a special 

commemoration service, including the Roll of Honour. The preacher is Dr Peter 

Davies, and the collection will be shared between Corston church and the Royal 

British Legion. Please note that this service, which does not include communion, will 

replace the usual 1
st
 Sunday Family Communion service. 

 Sunday 3
rd

 August 3.00pm – Song recital and readings. The singer is the baritone 

Guy Hayward who was once the head chorister at Bath Abbey. Guy is becoming very 

well known as a performer, and gave the musical entertainment at a 10 Downing 

Street Christmas party last year.  Guy will be accompanied by Rupert Compston, who 

was organ scholar at Trinity College, Cambridge.  Readings will be by Robert 

Jackson, the former MP, who was a Minister in the Governments of Margaret 

Thatcher and John Major. The music will include Butterworth’s A Shropshire Lad and 

songs by Ivor Gurney. Also included will be the rarely heard song L’Envoi, from the 

book Testament of Youth by Vera Brittain (mother of Baroness Shirley Williams). 

The music is by Edward Brittain (Vera’s brother) and the words by Roland Leighton 

(Vera’s fiancé). Edward and Roland were both killed in the war aged 22 and 20 

respectively.  Special permission has been given to Corston church by Vera Brittain’s 

literary executor, Mr Mark Bostridge, in respect of the music, and by Roland 

Leighton’s nephew, Mr David Leighton, in respect of the words. We are very grateful 

to them.  

There will be tea afterwards. 


